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fixing his victim, to kill him, or torture him with pain or sickness till 
he was ready to yield to the will of the doer (cf. Kuhnert in Pauly- 
Wissowa, IV. 2373, et seqq.). The prayer, which is the essential fea- 
ture, is secretly addressed to some god or demon, requesting him to 
inflict the desired misfortune upon the named enemy or rival. 

The author has drawn some interesting conclusions as to its pur- 
pose in different localities. Only where Greek was spoken did litigants 
apply it extensively to their adversaries ; the defixio of thieves was 
practically limited to Britain and Spain ; in Rome, Carthage, and Hadru- 
metum only did rival charioteers have recourse to it for overcoming 
their opponents in the races of the circus; whereas lovers indulged in 
it equally everywhere. These are the four principal uses to which it 
was put. Localities show as great differences with respect to the 
deities invoked and the formulae of incantation. 

In the performance of his laborious task the author has shown him- 
self a thorough scholar; in fact it has now become possible on the basis 
of his work, together with that of Wunsch, to make a satisfactory study 
of this interesting class of superstitions. 

George Willis Botsford. 

The Valerian Persecution; a Study of the Relations between Church 
and State in t)ie Third Century A. D. By the Reverend Patrick 
J. Healy, D.D., of the Catholic University of America. (Bos- 
ton : Houghton, Mifflin, and Company. 1905. Pp. xv, 285.) 
The persecution under Valerian, an interesting topic which has 
not hitherto been treated by itself in English, occupies only about 
half the space in the book before us, which is in fact a study of the rela- 
tions between State and Church during a period of two centuries, from 
Nero to the edict of toleration issued by Gallienus. It will naturally 
be grouped with Mason's Persecution of Diocletian and Gregg's Decian 
Persecution, but its scope is somewhat broader than theirs. On the 
other hand, it is narrower than that of W. M. Ramsay's Church in the 
Roman Empire before A. D. 170, or of Hardy's Christianity and the 
Roman Government. Much of the author's material was of necessity 
utilized by the late Dr. Benson in his book on Cyprian, to which fre- 
quent reference is made. Dr. Healy has studied his sources, and cites 
freely from the best recent writers, Aube, Allard, Boissier, Neumann, 
Mommsen, and Harnack, not neglecting the important archaeological 
works of De Rossi and of Northcote and Brownlow. Great freedom 
is employed in the use of the ancient martyr-acts, which are drawn upon 
to fill out the details of the picture, although at the cost of critical ac- 
curacy, as the author himself recognizes, for these Acta abound in 
legendary embellishments. Hesitation between the author's desire to 
save as much as possible of the traditions of the Acta and his effort 
to be true to the canons of historical criticism sometimes leaves the 
reader in a state of doubt what to believe (pp. 209. 231, 246 note). 
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There are some digressions, treating questions of politics and govern- 
ment which, while interesting in themselves, have little or no bearing 
upon the main subject. Seven pages, for example, are devoted to 
describing a plan for reviving the censorship, which after all " was 
never put into execution" (pp. 78-84). All this however serves to 
exhibit the range of the author's learning, which is considerable. 

The fortunes of Christianity under Valerian are fully set forth, and 
Dr. Healy rightly emphasizes the great significance of the edict of 
Gallienus, whereby for the first time a truce was declared between the 
Empire and the Church (p. 269). It should be pointed out that in the 
earlier portions of the book the author's views are not entirely in 
accord with those of Mommsen, Harnack, and others. He is not 
satisfied with holding that down to the reign of Decius the restrictive 
measures against Christianity were taken under the general police power 
vested in all Roman magistrates (the jus coercitionis) , nor does he 
think that the crimes of sacrilege and treason, along with the lex Julia 
which limited the right of association, were sufficient to cover all the 
cases which might arise; but endeavors to prove the existence of a 
specific law, " non licet esse christianos ", dating from the first century, 
under which (supplemented of course by imperial rescripts) the Roman 
officials proceeded all through the second century (pp. 38 et seqq.). This 
conjecture is extremely hazardous. Tertullian is very explicit in his 
statement of the legal situation : " sacrilegii et majestatis rei convenimur. 
summa haec causa, immo tota est" {Apol. 10). Most scholars will 
prefer to follow Mommsen and Harnack. 

In the treatment of ecclesiastical discipline as applied to the lapsed in 
the Decian persecution, Dr. Healy advances views which will appear 
to many like anticipations of the later development of penance. Simi- 
larly in his discussion of the Novatianist schism, it is doubtful whether 
he fairly represents the leader of that movement (p. 107). On the 
whole, however, it is right to say that the author does not obtrude his 
ecclesiastical prepossessions. Protestant scholars are by no means all 
agreed as to what to think of Novatian. Touching the wording of the 
title, it is much to be desired that we should cease to commit the blunder 
of using Valerian, Novatian, Diocletian, and other such substantives, 
as if they were adjectival forms like Neronian and Decian. The book 
as a whole is interesting and valuable. But the author is mistaken in 
saying (preface, p. viii) that there is no complete history of the early 
persecutions in the English language. Not to mention the older work 
by Uhlhorn, The Conflict of Christianity with Heathenism (New York, 
1879), which is still useful, there is an excellent and very complete book 
on the subject, lately published, which does not appear in Dr. Healy's 
bibliography, H. D. M. Spence's Early Christianity and Paganism, A. D. 
64 to the Peace of the Church in the Fourth Century (New York, 
1902). 

John Winthrop Platner. 



